[Frequency and surgical mortality in surgery of the heart and of the intrathoracic large vessels. I. Direct coronary revascularizations].
The number of bypass operations has increased considerably in the last decade. This applies mainly to the multiple bypasses. The number of single bypasses is beginning to decrease. The proportion of the elderly among the patients is rising markedly. The surgical mortality is decreasing strongly, especially among males. It is higher for females than for males. Interestingly, this mortality is not higher for multiple bypasses than for single ones, rather the reverse. The mortality rate of implantation of the internal mammary artery into a coronary vessel is very low. The surgical mortality of bypass operations is lower than, for instance, that of partial gastrectomy or of pulmonary lobectomy.